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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
in the application: 

Listing of Claims; 

1 . (Currently amended) An elastic composite article having a width, and a 
length greater than the width of the article, the article comprising: 

a nonwoven fibrous first coverweb comprising a down-web direction 
aligned with the length of the article and a cross-web direction transverse to the down- 
web direction; 

a tear pattern in the form of a plurality of separate and distinct weakened 
areas formed in the first coverwe b, wherein the weakened areas comprise perforations 
formed through the first coverweb; 

a second coverweb attached to the first coverweb; 

a plurality of elastic filaments located between the first coverweb and 
the second coverweb, the plurality of elastic filaments aligned along the length of the 
article, wherein all of the elastic filaments located between the first coverweb and the 
second coverweb extend continuously over the entire length of the article. 

2. (Original) An article according to claim 1 , wherein the article is free of 
any woven or knitted webs. 

3. (Original) An article according to claim 1, wherein the second coverweb 
comprises a nonwoven fibrous web, and wherein the elastic composite article 
comprises binder impregnating the first coverweb and the second coverweb. 

4. (Original) An article according to claim 3, wherein the binder comprises 
cohesive binder material, wherein the elastic composite article comprises a cohesive 
clastic composite article. 

5. (Original) An article according to claim 1, wherein the second coverweb 
is free of any tear pattern comprising a plurality of separate and distinct weakened 
areas. 
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6. (Original) An article according to claim 1, wherein the weakened areas 
comprise embossed areas. 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Original) An article according to claim 1, wherein the tear pattern 
comprises a plurality of rows of the weakened areas, wherein each row of the plurality 
of rows extends in the cross-web direction across the first coverweb, and wherein the 
rows are distributed along the down-web direction of the first coverweb. 

9. (Original) An article according to claim 1 , wherein, within the plurality 
of weakened areas, the weakened areas located adjacent each other across the cross- 
web direction of the first coverweb are separated by a land, and further wherein the 
ratio of a cross-web width of one of the adjacent weakened areas to a cross-web width 
of the land between the adjacent weakened areas is 1 : 1 or higher. 

10. (Original) An article according to claim 1, wherein, within the plurality 
of weakened areas, the weakened areas located adjacent each other across the cross- 
web direction of the first coverweb are separated by a land, and further wherein the 
ratio of a cross-web width of one of the adjacent weakened areas to a cross-web width 
of the land between the adjacent weakened areas is 1 .5:1 or higher. 

1 1 . (Original) An article according to claim 1 , further comprising a pressure 
sensitive adhesive on at least one major surface of the elastic composite article. 

12. (Original) An article according to claim 1 , wherein the second coverweb 
comprises a nonwoven fibrous coverweb comprising a down-web direction aligned 
with the length of the article and a cross-web direction transverse to the down- web 
direction, and wherein the second coverweb further comprises a tear pattern in the form 
of a plurality of separate and distinct weakened areas formed in the second coverweb. 
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13. (Previously Presented) An elastic composite article having a width, and 
a length greater than the width of the article, the article comprising: 

a nonwoven fibrous first coverweb comprising a down-web direction 
aligned with the length of the article and a cross-web direction transverse to the down- 
web direction; 

a tear pattern in the form of a plurality of separate and distinct weakened 
areas formed in the first coverweb; 

a second coverweb attached to the first coverweb, wherein the second 
coverweb comprises a nonwoven fibrous coverweb comprising a down-web direction 
aligned with the length of the article and a cross-web direction transverse to the down- 
web direction, and wherein the second coverweb further comprises a tear pattern in the 
form of a plurality of separate and distinct weakened areas formed in the second 
coverweb, wherein the weakened areas of the first coverweb are not aligned with the 
weakened areas of the second coverweb; 

a plurality of elastic filaments located between the first coverweb and 
the second coverweb, the plurality of elastic filaments aligned along the length of the 
article, wherein each elastic filament of the plurality of elastic filaments extends 
continuously over the entire length of the article. 

14. (Previously Presented) An article according to claim 13, wherein the 
weakened areas comprise embossed areas. 

15. (Previously Presented) An article according to claim 13, wherein the 
weakened areas comprise perforations formed through the second coverweb. 

16. (Previously Presented) An article according to claim 13, wherein the tear 
pattern in the second coverweb comprises a plurality of rows of the weakened areas, 
wherein each row of the plurality of rows extends in the cross-web direction across the 
second coverweb, and wherein the rows are distributed along the down-web direction 
of the second coverweb. 

17. (Previously Presented) An article according to claim 13, wherein the 
first coverweb and the second coverweb are substantially identical. 
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18. (Currently amended) An elastic composite article having a width and a 

length greater than the width of the article, the article comprising: 

a nonwoven fibrous first coverweb comprising a down-web direction 
aligned with the length of the article and a cross-web direction transverse to the down- 
web direction; 

a tear pattern in the form of a plurality of separate and distinct weakened 
areas formed in the first coverweb, wherein the tear pattern comprises a plurality of 
rows of the weakened areas distributed along the down-web direction of the first 
coverweb, wherein each row of the weakened areas extends in the cross-web direction 
across the first coverwe b, and wherein the weakened areas comprise perforations 
formed through the first coverweb: 

a nonwoven fibrous second coverweb; 

a plurality of elastic filaments extending in a direction along the length 
of the article, the plurality of elastic filaments located between the first coverweb and 
the second coverweb, wherein all of the elastic filaments located between the first 
coverweb and the second coverweb extend contimiously over the entire length of the 
article; and 

binder impregnating the first coverweb and the second coverweb; 
wherein the article is free of any woven or knitted webs. 

19-43. (Canceled) 

44. (Previously Presented) An article according to claim 13, wherein the 
article is fiee of any woven or knitted webs, 

45. (Previously Presented) An article according to claim 13, wherein the 
elastic composite article comprises binder impregnating the first coverweb and the 
second coverweb. 

46. (Previously Presented) An article according to claim 45, wherein the 
binder comprises cohesive binder material, wherein the elastic composite article 
comprises a cohesive elastic composite article. 
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47. (Previously Presented) An article according to claim 13, wherein the 

tear pattern comprises a plurality of rows of the weakened areas, wherein each row of 
the plurality of rows extends in the cross-web direction across the first coverweb, and 
wherein the rows are distributed along the down-web direction of the first coverweb. 



48. (Previously Presented) An article according to claim 13, wherein, 
within the plurality of weakened areas, the weakened areas located adjacent each other 
across the cross- web direction of the first coverweb are separated by a land, and further 
wherein the ratio of a cross-web width of one of the adjacent weakened areas to a cross- 
web width of the land between the adj acent weakened areas is 1 : 1 or higher. 

49. (Previously Presented) An article according to claim 13, wherein, 
within the plurality of weakened areas, the weakened areas located adjacent each other 
across the cross- web direction of the first coverweb are separated by a land, and further 
wherein the ratio of a cross-web width of one of the adjacent weakened areas to a cross- 
web width of the land between the adjacent weakened areas is 1.5:1 or higher. 

50. (Previously Presented) An article according to claim 13, further 
comprising a pressure sensitive adhesive on at least one major surface of the elastic 
composite article. 

51 . (Previously Presented) An article according to claim 18, wherein the 
article is free of any woven or knitted webs. 

52. (Previously Presented) An article according to claim 1 8, wherein the 
binder comprises cohesive binder material, wherein the elastic composite article 
comprises a cohesive elastic composite article. 

53 . (Previously Presented) An article according to claim 1 8, wherein the 
second coverweb is free of any tear pattern comprising a plurality of separate and 
distinct weakened areas. 
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54. (Previously Presented) An article according to claim 1 8, wherein the 
weakened areas comprise embossed areas. 

55. (Canceled) 

56. (Previously Presented) An article according to claim 18, wherein the 
tear pattern comprises a plurality of rows of the weakened areas, wherein each row of 
the plurality of rows extends in the cross-web direction across the first coverweb, and 
wherein the rows are distributed along the down-web direction of the first coverweb. 

57. (Previously Presented) An article according to claim 1 8, wherein, 
within the plurality of weakened areas, the weakened areas located adjacent each other 
across the cross-web direction of the first coverweb are separated by a land, and further 
wherein the ratio of a cross-web width of one of the adjacent weakened areas to a cross- 
web width of the land between the adjacent weakened areas is 1 : 1 or higher. 

58. (Previously Presented) An article according to claim 1 8, wherein, 
within the plurality of weakened areas, the weakened areas located adjacent each other 
across the cross-web direction of the first coverweb are separated by a land, and further 
wherein the ratio of a cross-web width of one of the adjacent weakened areas to a cross- 
web width of the land between the adjacent weakened areas is 1.5:1 or higher. 

59. (Previously Presented) An article according to claim 18, further 
comprising a pressure sensitive adhesive on at least one major surface of the elastic 
composite article. 

60. (Previously Presented) An article according to claim 18, wherein the 
second coverweb comprises a down-web direction aligned with the length of the article 
and a cross-web direction transverse to the down-web direction, and wherein the 
second coverweb further comprises a tear pattern in the form of a plurality of separate 
and distinct weakened areas formed in the second coverweb. 
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